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The Curriculum & Expectations



The foundations of reading …is 
phonics!



It is ALL about the pre reading skills, the speaking and listening skills done with our ears
which then provides the children with solid foundations ready for ‘reading with our eyes!’ 

These next slides will take you 
through step by step of a child’s 

reading journey…

Foundations for Phonics



Nursery – ‘Foundations for Phonics’

•The old ‘Phase 1’ phonics

•Tuning into sounds

•Distinguishing between different sounds

•Listening & Attention



These 2 areas involve NO visual links with letters! It is all just listening, 
attention and speaking! 

Training the brain to link sounds together to make words (oral blending - pre 
reading) and to break sounds up (oral segmenting - pre spelling) 



Hearing Initial sounds
Blending & Segmenting

Hearing sounds & blending and segmenting become primary skills for reading.

It starts off as ‘oral blending and segmenting’ and then develops into just
‘blending and segmenting’ for reading and writing.
Blending and segmenting is a skill children will continually use and apply
throughout their reading and writing journey!

This is where some parents start to find it 
a bit of a minefield! Hopefully the next 

few slides to help you to understand the 
difference between the two a little bit 

more!



• Stretchy (stretchy and bouncy explain in a couple of slides)

• Bouncy

• Want the children to separate the repeated sound from the word

• ‘what can you hear in c-c-c-c-c-ccat?’

• Yes can you hear the c in cat?!

STAGE 1: Initial sound picture cards. 
Parents to model and encourage 

children to listen and hear the initial 
sound. Parents to stretch and bounce 

out the sounds

• ‘what can you hear in cat?’

• Want the children to hear c in cat instead of c-c-c-
ccat.

• Again model this to begin with but above is your aim!

STAGE 2: : Still initial sound picture 
cards. Parents to just say the word 
and children to listen and hear the 

initial sound. 

• Games like I spy

• Use a puppet to ask them questions – what can you 
hear at the beginning of fish?

STAGE3: Initial sounds but without 
pictures or objects as prompts 

Hearing initial sounds

Stick with 1 
sound to 
begin with. 
E.g. all s 
words. 
(Alliteration)



• With pictures/objects in front of them

• ‘where is the c-a-t’ and you want them to point 
to the cat. You may have to repeat a couple of 
times for them to find it.

Stage 1:  Blending 
with Pictures

• Hide the pictures/objects from your child. 

• ‘what picture I am looking at/hiding/thinking of?  
Listen…    c-a-t’. and you want them to  say cat
without having to look at the sheet for prompting.  
Again you may have to repeat a couple of times for 
them.

Stage 2:

Blending without
pictures

Oral Blending
Blending is the process that is involved in bringing the sounds together to make a 
word or a syllable and how       /c/  /a/  /t/  becomes cat.



Segmenting is a skill used in spelling. In order to spell the word cat, it is necessary 
to segment the word into the sounds that make it up; c-a-t.

Children will enjoy spelling if it feels like fun and if they feel good about themselves as 
spellers. We need, therefore, to be playful and positive in our approach – noticing and 
praising what children can do as well as helping them to correct their mistakes.

• Hearing the sounds in a word.

• For example, if the picture is a pig, your child needs to say p-i-g.

• To support them with this, count the sounds, then hold fingers up and point/press 
as you say each sound. You may need to do it with them to start!

Oral Segmenting



Any Questions so far?



Reception Phonics – Little Wandle

• Phase 2 -Single letter sounds

• Reading  CVC words (pig, cat, lip)

• Phase 3- digraphs and trigraphs

• Reading words with those sounds

• Phase 4- longer words





Phase 3 – expect after Christmas for reception



• When we teach a letter, we teach a rhyme. 
This helps letter formation. 

• So when children are writing and can hear 
an initial sound, to begin with, they can use 
the rhyme to help form the letter.

• Children will use this sound mat as a prompt 
to help them find and then form each letter 
sound they hear

Rhyme association with each letter 
taught…



Example lesson

Blending for reading –now 
reading with our eyes!



Terminology

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Find them on a mat.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Links with Home & Reading Books

• This week children will bring home a Little Wandle reading book and a 

library book to share with an adult. 

• Children will bring home a home school contact book too.

• Please record when you have read with your child and feel free to 

comment on their enjoyment.

• Every 6 weeks we will write a teacher review in the home school 

contact book.



Links with Little Wandle and reading 
books – Reception Children

• Starts next week – 2 to 3 reads a week 

• Most will be on wordless books but reading single words linked 

directly to the text

• Some may be on books with words because they can confidently read 

CVC words

• Flashcards are really helpful – make your own or buy 
https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-phonics-

flashcards

https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-phonics-flashcards


Any questions?

Thank you for coming!

Our next EYFS parental engagement will be after 

half term. 

Come and learn phonics with your child.


