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A glossary of technical
vocabulary In

Art



Some vocabulary reoccurs in more than one year group and all vocabulary should be revisited.
EYFS

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and
expressions.

scribble straight curved long short
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Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be
felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

Smooth SOft
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Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.
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Key Stage 1

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and

expressions.
wavy thick thin zig-zag
diagonal bold vertical horizontal Cross-hatChing
f e
Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after

hitting an object.

Primary
AnY Of a group Of
colours from
which all other
colours Canh be
obtained by mix-"

rinfary Colors

Secondary
3 colour that is pro-
duced by mixing two
primary colours. Es:
orahge iS produced

by mixing red and |
Yﬂlow.*

e

Bright

Colour that is
vivid and bold
(stands out from
dark colours)

colour-mixing
Putting two or
more colours
together to
make other Col-

our.
COLOR MIXING

CoLonunind




Texture

Cool
containihg pale
blue, green, or

grey

Warm
Containhing red,
yellow, or orahge

Shade
A slight degree of
difference be-
tween
colours.

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be
felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

shiny

flat

furry

hairy

Visual texture:

rough smooth bumpy SOft hard
Having ah uneven or Having an even and Uneven, with many patches Easy to mouid, cut, Solid, firm and rigid.
irregular surface. regular surface. raised above the rest. compress or foid.
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prickly shiny flat furry hairy
Covered in prickles (short A smooth surface Having a level surface. Covered with fur (the Covered with hair (Fine
pointed out growth) reflecting light. short, fine, soft hair of threadlike strands growing
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Te¥ s 0 i 'Iw ) animals).
2 NA > KA ) ket i [}
g ¥ o » l'.l['u)i
P V J U‘!;‘,J"“,/’[ l ll




Tone

Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark

something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

light

dark

Strong

tint

adding white

Shade

adding black

SOft

Harsh

A, tohe which is
uhcomsfortable
oh the eyes or

difFicult to view.

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.

spotted

striped
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Shape and Form




Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.

2D shapes 3D shapes Flat Curved
Having only two di- A 3D shape has three A flat shape is a A curved
mensions, such as dimensions. Tt is any : .
ho thiCkness. SGuares, zafes up air space. dimensions (2D). metric, like the
CirCles, Triangles, exc | | Ephere, Clbe, Ciib- arc Of a perfect
are two-dimensional der, Pyramid, Cone. circl e{: Perf
ohjeCts. ’

Lower Key Stage 2

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and
expressions.

contihuous solid delicate flowing
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Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after
hitting an object.

Primary Secondary Tertiary Complementary Contrasting
Any Of a group of a colour that is pro- . A colour that Differing strikingly.
colours from duced by mixing two A colour that is produced |ooks good with Opposite colours
which all other EXiNn CO: BB by mixing one primary another on the
colours Can be orange IS produced

obtained by mix-" 12"

colour with one secondary
ing_ Recviel Vio!

by mixing red colour. . mba colour Q‘ P.
yeliow. . - wheel. /

: ' . colour. ey
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Pale
Light in Colour or
shade; containing
little colour or
pigment.

Pastel
OF a pale and
delicate shade
Of a Colour.

Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels.

Earthy
Resembling
earth in form or
colour

Boid
having a strong,
vivid, or Clear
appearahce

felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

Vibrant
bright and striking.
‘a huge room deco-

rated ih vibrant
blues ahd greens’

fine

uneven

Visual texture:

Subtle
delicately com-
plex and under-

stated

This can be split into actual texture (what can be




fine uneven raised
Very thin Or harrow. Not |evel or smooth. Elevated t0 a higher
Very small particles. position or (evel, lifted.
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CoOarse glossy

TRough or harsh in texture. Shiny and smooth.
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Tone

Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark
something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

suptle contrasting dramatic broken

Monochrome
A piece of Art that
uses only 1 colour in a
range of shades.

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.



Criss-Cross

Symmetrical
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Shape and Form

Spaced

Complex

Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.

Coiled
To wind into
rings or spirals.

Upper Key stage 2

Symmetrical
Comething is symmet-
rical when it is the same on
both sides. A shape
has symmetry if a Central
dividing line (a mirror linel
Can be drawn on it, to show
that both sides of the shape
are exactly the same.

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Twisted
A, Conventioh of rep-
resentatioh in which
part Of a figure i§
shown in profile ahd
ghother part Of the
Same figure is showh
fFroptally.

Rounded
A rouhd
shape Congisting of a
Curved line that Com-
pletely enCloses a
SpaCe anhd is the same
distance from the cen-
e gt every paint.

Proportiohed
In experiencing the sCale of
an arcwork we tend to
compare its size to the size
of our own bod-
ies. Proportion refers to the
relgtive siZe OF parts of 3
whole (elements within an
objecu.

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and

expressions.

parallel

SWift

far

e

uhdulating

Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after

hitting an object.




Transiucent
allowing light, but
hot detailed shapes,
t0 pass through; semi
-trahsparent.
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Texture

Opaque
Not able to be
seen through;

not transparent.

KX

Neutral Sombre
Pale grey, Crefam, Dark or dull in
or beige. Colour or tohe.

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be
felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

matt

Visual texture:

Jagsged

With rough, sharp points
pmtruding.
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Tone

pitted
Having a hollow or
indentation on the surface.

matt
Dull and flat.
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Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark
something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.

proken chequered orhate well-balahced
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tessellated concentric

Shape and Form

Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.



Ansgular
Forming ah anhgle :
sharp-Corhered,
haVing ohe or
more angles.

Bulbous
Bulb-shaped, bulg-
ing.

Asymmetrical
Mot identical on
both sides of a
Central lihe; uh-
symmetrical, lack-

Forked
2igzag, as light-
ning.

(zeometric
Resembling the
Simple rectilinear
Oor Curvilinear
lines or figures.

ing symmetry.
Irregular Tapering Sweeping Curvaceous Elongated
?ﬂﬁ;‘:ﬁi‘l’ d;';ﬂ;qc:f:i e Becoming thin- Having a curving Having a smoothly B e nes
angles equal- (4 polygon is her or harrower line or form. CurVing shape, €g; that are painted With their

regular ohly wheh all
angles are equal and all
sides are equal, otherwise
it is irregular.)

towards one
end.

a CurvaCeous Coas
tline.

FOrms eiongated much more
thah they are i reaity. Elohga-
Toh is a FOrm Of ab-

StraCt art that oFten depicts
the stretched FOrms OF peopie
Or Objects in nature.




